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strong multilateral coalitions and to 
invest in the stability of countries as 
war is happening there is absolutely es-
sential to preserving peace. 

The generals wrote: ‘‘We know from 
our service in uniform that many of 
the crises our nation faces do not have 
military solutions alone—from con-
fronting violent extremist groups like 
ISIS in the Middle East and north Afri-
ca to preventing pandemics like Ebola. 
. . .’’ 

This 29 percent cut is absolutely un-
acceptable and will not keep us safe. 

The billionaire’s budget doesn’t just 
cut funding for these programs, 
though. It also increases spending, and 
not for the benefit of our communities. 
This administration is calling for $3 
billion to detain more immigrants, de-
port more people, and build a bigger 
border wall. The staggering increase to 
detain an unprecedented 45,700 men and 
women is unacceptable. 

Mr. Speaker, 167 men and women 
have died in detention since October 
2003. The organization that I used to 
work at put out a human rights abuses 
report about the detention center con-
trolled by the GEO corporation, private 
detention center way back in 2005 or 
2006. We looked at all of the human 
rights abuses that were happening not 
only in that detention center, but we 
did research on what was happening 
around the country. 

Among the 35 death reviews in this 
recent report that came out that have 
been released through Freedom of In-
formation Act requests, substandard 
medical care contributed to at least 15 
deaths. And even when government in-
vestigations concluded that a facility 
violated government detention stand-
ards, the government fails to hold 
these private facilities accountable and 
make sure that changes are made to 
address deficiencies that lead to the 
loss of human life. 

Instead of spending $3 billion on im-
migration enforcement and detention, 
here is what we could do with that 
money: We could create 45,000 new mid-
dle class jobs. We could build 184 new 
elementary schools. We could hire 
about 55,000 new kindergarten and ele-
mentary schoolteachers. We could pro-
vide close to 337,000 Head Start slots 
for young kids. We could pay for nearly 
311,000 people to attend a 4-year college 
per year. We could help States protect 
and save up to 12,000 at-risk wildlife 
and plant species in the United States 
every year for the next 2.3 years. By 
the way, we could also provide nearly 
2.1 million households with solar en-
ergy. We could weatherize over 460,000 
homes nationwide, saving the average 
household about $283 a year. And we 
could provide 10 million lifesaving HIV/ 
AIDS treatments. 

Mr. Speaker, this budget is about 
profit over safety, privatization over 
public good. It is about war over peace 
and diplomacy. And it is about incar-
ceration over rehabilitation. It is fun-
damentally about billionaires and lob-
byists over the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 
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RECOGNIZING VICTOR MARX 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GALLAGHER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the 
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) 
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, Mr. Victor Marx is a man dedicated 
to spreading the great truth that even 
in the face of hate and violence, the 
love of God can heal even the most 
wounded among us. Victor’s full life 
story has been chronicled in the book 
‘‘The Victor Marx Story’’ and in a film 
by the same name. 

Victor’s animating, faith-motivated, 
moral imperative to help the suffering 
has fueled the mission of All Things 
Possible to free children from abuse 
and the effects of its trauma. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and to commend Victor 
Marx and All Things Possible Min-
istries for the work they do to reach 
out and embrace traumatized individ-
uals across the world. 

In 2015, All Things Possible launched 
high-risk missions to bring hope to 
those suffering abuse at the hands of 
evil in the Middle East. Victor and his 
team, including Dave Eubank of Free 
the Oppressed, visited Iraq to help over 
300 young women and children who 
were previously held captive or trau-
matized by the violence of ISIS. 

In an effort to provide children with 
tangible comfort, ATP launched the 
Lions and Lambs project. More than 
11,000 little boys and girls have re-
ceived stuffed animals that play cul-
tural songs and prayers in a language 
native to their region. These signs of 
huggable hope remind them that they 
are not forgotten by the outside world. 

In 2016, Victor and his team initiated 
efforts to find persecuted Christian 
families in northern Iraq and move 
them to safe havens in neighboring 
countries. To date, ATP has relocated 
more than 40 individuals specifically 
targeted by ISIS for elimination, giv-
ing them hope for a safer, better life, 
and restoring their faith in the human 
spirit. 

Last year, ATP launched the third 
option with the goal of offering con-
crete alternatives to those vulnerable 
to ISIS recruitment. ATP unites with 
moderate leaders of the Islamic faith 
to pursue this goal. Recognizing Victor 
as a man of the book, a key leader of 
the Sunni Endowment is now working 
with ATP to craft a common narrative 
designed to prevent men of military 
age from being assimilated into ISIS. 

Mr. Speaker, the prophet Isaiah said: 
The wolf also shall lie down with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down 
with the kid; and the calf and the 
young lion and the fatling together; 
and a little child shall lead them. 

Victor Marx and All Things Possible 
Ministries have brought this powerful 
ministry to life in a very touching way. 
It should encourage all of us to relent-
lessly pursue that day when the light 
of hope will fall across all of the lonely 
faces of God’s children all over this 
world and to that time when future 
generations, of those whom Jesus 
called the least of these our brothers 
and sisters, will be able to walk in the 
sunlight of liberty for as long as man-
kind inherits the Earth. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Victor Marx 
and All Things Possible, and I thank 
them for trying to make a better 
world. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 
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DISMANTLING THE AFFORDABLE 
CARE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. BLU-
MENAUER) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
this has been a fascinating 2 weeks 
here on Capitol Hill. We have had, last 
week, all night sessions in our Ways 
and Means Committee and on the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee dealing 
with the Republican plan to dismantle 
the Affordable Care Act. At times, Mr. 
Speaker, it is really hard to process all 
of the claims and counterclaims that 
are going on. I feel occasionally like I 
am in an alternative universe, and it is 
not just because we were up until 4:30 
in the morning debating this. 

People have lost track of how we got 
to this point—what was happening ear-
lier, what has been the benefit and ac-
complishment of the Affordable Care 
Act, and what is going to happen mov-
ing forward were we to adopt a really 
disastrous proposal advanced by my 
Republican friends. 

Twenty-five years ago, I was in a dif-
ferent role as Portland’s commissioner 
of public works. And one of the ele-
ments in my portfolio for several years 
was to deal with personnel and benefits 
and health care. I am fully aware of 
trying to deal with our 6,000 employees 
to provide them with affordable health 
care that the city, as the employer, 
could afford, and that wasn’t too bur-
densome on our employees. We were 
caught in a situation with rapidly esca-
lating costs, inflation for medical care 
twice the rate of the ordinary infla-
tion; we were having problems with 
employers maintaining coverage in an 
affordable fashion; and the individual 
market was, frankly, very chaotic and 
troublesome. 

I have with me here a report from the 
Kaiser Family Foundation from March 
of 2009. They talked about these chal-
lenges—how the United States 
healthcare spending had risen from 1970 
from 7.2 percent of the gross domestic 
product to where they projected that it 
was going to cost us by 2018, next year. 
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